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WAYS TO PREPARE
FOR AN INTERVIEW



Introduction

Navigating the intricacies of a job
interview can be daunting.
Whether you are a newcomer to
the job market or a seasoned
professional, thorough
preparation is the key to
unlocking the door to your dream
job.

In this guide, we will walk you through ten essential steps
to acing your interview, from conducting in-depth
company research to mastering the art of non-verbal
communication.

An interview is more than just a Q&A session; it's an
opportunity to showcase your skills, personality, and value
proposition to the potential employer. The art of
interviewing demands meticulous preparation and the
ability to adapt and connect with your interviewer.

We have distilled the wisdom of HR professionals and
seasoned interviewees into a streamlined guide, complete
with real-life examples to help you grasp the essence of
each strategy.

Equip yourself with this arsenal of knowledge, and step
into the interview room with poise and confidence. Let's
get started!



Research the
Company and Role

Start by researching the company’s
history, mission, values, and culture.
Familiarize yourself with their products
or services and read any recent news
articles or press releases about them.
For example, if you're interviewing at a
tech firm like Google, know their latest
products or acquisitions.

Delve into news articles, social media,
and employee reviews on platforms
like Glassdoor. Understand the industry
trends, major players, and the
company'’s position in the market.

Practice Common
Interview Questions

There are common questions that
most interviews will include, such as
"Tell me about yourself", "What are
your strengths and weaknesses?",
and "Why should we hire you?".
Practice answering these questions
in a concise and compelling manner.

For example, when asked about your
strengths, mention a particular skill
and provide an instance where this
strength was beneficial to your
previous employer.




Understand Job
Requirements and
Align them with Your
Skills

Carefully read the job description to understand what the
company is looking for in a candidate. Note the required
skills and qualifications. It's important you then break down
the job description. List the required skills and
qualifications, and then match them with your experiences.
Create compelling stories or examples for each.

For example, if the job requires proficiency in Excel, think of
instances where you have used Excel for data analysis or
managing budgets. Align your skills and experiences with
the job requirements.

Prepare Your Own Set of
Questions

Interviews are not just about answering questions; they're
also an opportunity for you to evaluate if the company is the
right fit for you. Develop insightful questions that exhibit
your understanding of the company and the industry. Ask
about the team you will be working with, or how the
company plans to address emerging industry challenges.

For example, you could ask, “What does success look like for
this position?”, or “Can you tell me more about the
company's growth plans?”



Know Your Resume Inside Out

Be ready to talk about any aspect of your resume in detail. If
you've mentioned a project you led, be prepared to discuss
what challenges you faced and how you overcame them.

For instance, if you have listed that you increased sales by
30% in your previous role, be ready to explain the strategies
you used to achieve this.

Plan Your Outfit in Advance

Dress appropriately for the industry. Conservative industries
like finance or law usually require formal business attire,
whereas creative or tech industries might be more casual.

For example, if you're interviewing at a law firm, a suit, a tie,
or a business suit would be appropriate. Always choose
something slightly more formal than the company’s dress
code.




Work on Non-Verbal
Communication

Your body language, facial expressions, and eye contact
play a vital role in how you are perceived. Practice
maintaining eye contact, offer a firm handshake, and sit
upright. Avoid crossing your arms as it can appear
defensive.

For example, when discussing success, use open gestures
and a smile to convey enthusiasm.

Prepare for Behavioral
Questions

Behavioral questions are used to
understand how you handle
situations. The STAR method
(Situation, Task, Action, Result) is
effective for answering these.

For example, if asked “Tell me about a
time you handled a difficult situation
at work”, you could talk about a time
when a project was falling behind
(Situation), your role in it (Task), the
steps you took to turn things around
(Action), and the successful outcome
(Result).




Know the Logistics

Plan your journey to the interview
location in advance. Know the exact
address, where to park, and how
long the journey will take. Account
for possible delays and aim to arrive
at least 15 minutes early.

For example, if you're interviewing
in a busy city, consider the traffic
during peak hours and maybe opt
for public transportation to avoid
delays. If it's a virtual interview, test
your equipment, and ensure that
your internet connection is stable.

Follow Up After the Interview

Sending a follow-up email within 24 hours of the interview
shows professionalism and reinforces your interest in the
position. Thank the interviewer for their time, reiterate your
enthusiasm for the role, and briefly mention how your skills
and experience align with the company’s needs.

For example:

“Dear [Interviewer's Name],

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss the [Position] role
at [Company Name] yesterday. | enjoyed learning more
about how your team tackles [specific challenge] and how
my experience in [relevant skill] can contribute to these
efforts.

I am excited about the possibility of being a part of your
team and believe that | can bring value to [Company Name].
I look forward to the possibility of working together.

Thank you once again for your time.

Sincerely, [Your Name]”



Conclusion

In conclusion, preparing for an interview is a multifaceted
process that requires careful research, self-awareness,
practice, and planning.

By researching the company and role, understanding job
requirements, practicing common interview questions,
preparing your own gquestions, knowing your resume,
planning your outfit, working on non-verbal
communication, preparing for behavioral questions,
knowing the logistics, and following up after the interview,
you position yourself as a well-prepared and engaged
candidate.

This not only increases your chances of making a positive
impression but also of landing the job.



